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Hello Mr. Madsen,
Let me start by apologizing for our delay in updating you on our progress.  This project has turned
out to be more complicated than first expected because we don’t have much experience with
toxicity testing with oyster larvae. 
We would like to begin by performing toxicity tests on Discovery Bay water, using Little Clam Bay
water as a control.  We will be looking for whether there is a statistical difference in the survival of
pacific oyster larvae (at approx. the same age as when your larvae died) between the two water
samples.  To do this, we will need about 7 gallons of water from Discovery Bay.  Do you have a port
that we can gather this water from (prior to it entering your treatment operation)?  If not, we will
use a boat to obtain a sample. 
We would also like to run an additional test if you’re amenable.  I recall you are concerned that
toxicants from the water may now be contaminating your tanks and other apparatus.  We would like
you to flush Discovery Bay water through your system and then let us collect 7 gallons of water from
the tank where the larvae would be growing.  We will then test larvae survival in this sample to see if
its statistically different than the observed larvae survival in Discovery Bay and Little Clam Bay
water. 
Finally, we are working on the plan to analyze the metal content in the deformed pacific oyster shells
you have collected, comparing these levels to normal Discovery Bay pacific oyster shells.  Can you let
us know the weight of the shells available for testing? 
I look forward to your response.  
 
Linda Anderson-Carnahan, Associate Director
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment
US EPA Region 10, OERA-140, Suite 900
1200 Sixth Ave, Seattle, Wa. 98101
phone: (206) 553-2601
cell: (206) 291-6879
 
Follow @EPAnorthwest on Twitter! https://twitter.com/EPAnorthwest
 
From: Tom Madsen [mailto:tommadsen15@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 01, 2017 9:19 AM
To: Carr, Nicholas <Nicholas.Carr@mail.house.gov>
Cc: Bachman, Brenda <bachman.brenda@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-
Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: follow up
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Nicholas,  Thank you for your interest in the water quality issues in Discovery Bay that have
affected my oyster Farm. 

Sulfides persist at my farm at levels that are toxic to species (shrimp, sea urchins to name two)
that have been historically present.   We continue to find affected (deformed, discolored)
shellfish in our crops and know (can prove) the toxin affected the crops in 2016.

Attached are recent photos of the effects:
 
1003.  metal submerged in Bay waters develops a black coating that begins to rust rapidly
when exposed to air.  People familiar with Sulfur explain that the black is most likely sulfur
bound with iron and that exposure to air causes the sulfur to convert to sulfuric acid that then
rusts the steel.

0906:  a shovel that has been stored in a shed near the shoreline

1030171:  the Snow Creek plume engulfing our Farm.

Could you please update me on your Official Inquiry?  I desperately need to know if the water
quality in Discovery Bay will support oyster seed.  Decisions for this years plantings need to
be made in the next few weeks.

Respectfully

Tom
 
On Mon, Aug 29, 2016 at 5:55 PM, Tom Madsen <tommadsen15@gmail.com> wrote:

Nicholas,

Thank you for your interest, Brenda Bachman called last weekand indicated that
Representative Kilmer had asked them (EPA) to look into the water quality problems that I
had contacted you about.

During that phone call I was told planning was getting started.  I Will Call Brenda in the
morning and let you know if anything has been planned or accomplished.

Our non-EPA certified tests indicate increased sulfates and hardness in waters on the east
side of the Snow Creek delta along with visual evidence of leaching. 

We also have found evidence of Acid Sulfate soils on the East side of the delta.  These soils
were identified as problematic in Australia and New Zealand decades ago and it is
surprising that Cardno Entrix being based in Australia would over look this in the final
Design Plan.

NOSC has asked USACE for a dredging permit in an area that we have identified elevated
sulfates and hardness.  USACE has asked NOSC to clarify the request.  It appears that
detailed drawings need to be made.
 
Plantings on both the east and west side seem to be in trouble. 
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Please thank Representative Kilmer for sending Judith to meet with us.  She expressed an
open and objective mind towards my concerns.

Thank you again

Tom

 
 
 
On Mon, Aug 29, 2016 at 4:37 PM, Carr, Nicholas <Nicholas.Carr@mail.house.gov>
wrote:

Tom-
 
Sorry for the late response, I feel like you called last week maybe? Anyway, wondering if
you have an update on the EPA’s testing that they were scheduled to do? We haven’t
heard anything back yet on the official inquiry.
 
***
Nicholas Jay Carr
District Representative
US Representative Derek Kilmer (WA-06)
950 Pacific Avenue | Suite 1230 | Tacoma WA 98402
P: (253) 272-3515 | F: (253) 272-3516
 

Improve Government Efficiency
If you see opportunities in which your tax dollars can be used more efficiently or effectively, let me know here.
 

--
Tom Madsen
Port Discovery Seafarms
Snow Creek Shellfish & Fish
(360) 385-4808
2915 SR 20, Port Townsend, WA 98368

The world's finest shellfish, grown by the world's most humble people

--
Tom Madsen
Port Discovery Seafarms
(360) 301-6868 (cell)
(360) 385-4808 (home)
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